
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO OUR FIRST NEWSLETTER 
 
Dear James Logan Alumni and Friends; 
 
Welcome to our first James Logan High School Alumni Association newsletter.  A big thank 
you goes out to the alumni that helped put this together - especially our Board Treasurer, 
Ann (Yap) Jequinto, Class of 1987.  It was fifty years ago that Logan graduated its first class 
and thousands of graduates later, our school is still going strong.  We are excited to share 
information and photos on the "Logan Turns 50" celebration; introduce you to our first 
JLHSAA Scholarship recipients; provide information on upcoming reunions; share 
information on fellow alumni; and invite you to share news and information you'd like your 
fellow alumni to know.     
 
Our Association's Mission states: 
The mission of the James Logan High School Alumni Association is to provide opportunities 
for social events and activities to enable all Logan High School graduates to remain 
connected with their alma mater and each other; to collect, preserve, and celebrate the 
school's history; and, to provide fundraising activities for projects and scholarships that 
support the school and current James Logan High School students. 
 
Over the next year your Board has a number of projects and interest in keeping with this 
mission.  These efforts will include: 
ǒ   a new and improved alumni web site 
ǒ   the JLHSAA Scholarship, funded by membership fees, and 
ǒ   sharing upcoming reunion and alumni information and news. 
 
We hope you enjoy the newsletter.  Please let us know what you think and what you'd like to 
see in the future.  Your Board is also interested in your suggestions that will make our 
Association grow and improve. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
David Pava, Chair 
Class of 1966 
loganalumni@nhusd.k12.ca.us  
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MEET OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
CHAIR - DAVID PAVA, class of 1966  
VICE CHAIR - JUNE (COX) HYATT, class of 1965 
SECRETARY - EMILY (DAWAL) DELGADO, class of 1972 
TREASURER - ANN (YAP) JEQUINTO, class of 1987  
BOARD MEMBER - LEROY DIAS, class of 1965  
BOARD MEMBER - JOE LUCIA, class of 1965  
BOARD MEMBER - CAROL DUTRA-VERNACI, class of 1972  
BOARD MEMBER - FRANCIS ROJAS, class of 1997  
SERGEANT OF ARMS - MATT DUTRA, class of 1974  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 
Our current email list of alumni exceeds more than 600 members.  Of those on our 
email list, 108 have joined the Alumni Association.  The annual membership fee is 
$15 a year.  We encourage everyone to join the Association. 
 
The membership funds will help sponsor future alumni events, operating costs and, 
most importantly, to support our scholarships.   
 
If you have not yet joined the Association, please fill out the form found inside the 
newsletter and mail it to the Association. 
 
Please notify us if you have changed your mailing address or email address by mail 
at 34200 Alvarado-Niles Blvd, Union City, CA 94587 or by email to 
dpava@nhusd.k12.ca.us. 
 



 

 
 
 

 
LOGANôS 50 YEARS DIFFERENCE 

 
What a difference 50 years has made!  

See how our school has grown. 
In 1959, there were about 1,200 students enrolled in Logan.   

This year, there are over 4,100 students. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE -1959 

NOW - 2009 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LOGAN TURNS 50 CELEBRATION 
   
Friday, November 13, 2009 
 
"The Homecoming Game," Logan vs.  
Kennedy, kicked off the weekend event.   
There was designated seating for the alumni.  
Of course our Logan football teams won both  
the Jr. Varsity and Varsity games. Following  
the game, the alumni gathered in the Student  
Union (formerly known as the "old cafeteria")  
for a "meet and greet". Refreshments were  
served.  The place was filled with many  
alumni reconnecting with each other. 
 
Saturday, November 14, 2009 
 
Beginning at 3:00 p.m. on the Logan campus, the alumni celebrated their return to the 
campus with school tours, exhibits, a cultural festival with food booths, and student 
performances. Memorabilia exhibits of James Logan High Schoolôs history were displayed 
along the Student Union atrium.  Many alumni were surprised with changes in Logan.  
Former Superintendent Guy Emanuele, history instructor Phillip Cooper, and Spanish 
instructor Dave Martin joined us in the festivities that day. 
 
The highlight of the day was the ñAlumni Sock Hopò from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. held inside the 
Student Union.  Music was provided by Lupe Gaytan (class of 1974) and his son. While 
the Alumni danced to the music from their school days, they viewed a slide show of 
photos from the very first Logan yearbook including pictures of all the Senior Class of 
1960!  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

LOGAN TURNS 50 CELEBRATION (continued) 
 

.Sunday, November 15, 2009 
 
"Logan Day" started off with a potluck tailgate party in the parking lot of the Oakland  
Raiders followed by a football game with the Oakland Raider versus the Kansas City  
Chiefs. 
 
The Raiders, who were also celebrating their 50th season, joined the Logan alumni to help 
make the weekend special and support the alumni association. Tickets were available at 
various prices.  The ticket packages included: seating with fellow alumni and friends of 
Logan; a Raiders hat; and a food voucher good for a hot dog, chips, and a soda.  For each 
ticket sold, $14 went to the JLHS Alumni Association. We sold approximately 75 tickets. 
 
A special thank you to the Oakland Raiders fundraising team, Anne Gifford Wilcox (class  
of 1975) and Tamra Appiano, for their assistance in organizing this for us. We received  
a check from the Raiders in the amount of $1.050. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To view more pictures from the Logan Turns 50, 3-day event, go to the following links: 
 
Day 1, Homecoming Game = 
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=119835&l=e86b5ab342&id=95021329756 
 
Day 2, Logan Campus = 
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=124475&l=5fbf05d219&id=95021329756 
 
Day 3, Raiders Game = 
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=124744&l=b3d53f96ce&id=95021329756 
 
 
 

   



 
 

DEDICATION CEREMONY SCHEDULED  
FOR PERFORMING ARTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
A dedication ceremony for the new James Logan High School Center for the Performing 
Arts was held on Wednesday, March 31 2010. 
 
This event was open to the public. It included a ribbon-cutting ceremony and performances 
from both Loganôs Show Choir, under the direction of Erin McShane, and members of the 
schoolôs nationally renowned forensics team lead by Tommie Lindsey.  In addition, 
students in teacher Debbie Hughesô drama class, who participated in the Ohlone College 
Drama Festival, recreated and critiqued their performances in the upstairs drama 
classroom. A tour of the 599-seat theater included the support facilities and the educational 
wing of the music and drama classrooms.   
 
The Center for the Performing Arts is located on the corner of Alvarado Niles Blvd and H 
Street, which was once the schoolôs parking lot.  It houses new band rooms, a choir room, 
and practice rooms. Outside the blue building is a Wall of Fame, consisting of red tiles. 
Below are pictures of the Wall of Fame. There are still some empty tiles ready for 
engraving.  If you are interested purchasing a tile, contact the Foundation Executive 
Director, Barbara Aro-Valle at 510-471-3850 or by email at baro-valle@nhsfoundation.com. 
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 
We are proud to announce that two Senior Logan students, Aram Grizzell and Osbel Rodriguez, 
were selected to receive our scholarship.  They each received $250.   
 
Our selection was based on the following criteria: 
1.  Parent or grandparent of the applicant is a graduate of James Logan HS 
2.  Attend a two or four year college or university upon graduation 
3.  GPA of 2.5 or better 
4.  Must have financial or economic need 
 
A luncheon was held on Friday, April 23, 2010 for all Logan students receiving a scholarship.  
Ann Jequinto, the Alumni Association treasurer, attended the event and met them both. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aram Grizzell is a talented, aspiring dancer.  His mother, Edith Penn, is a Logan graduate from 
the class of 1977.  He will be majoring in dance at the University of California, Irvine. He has 
been a dancer at Castro Valley Performing Arts Dance Studio for the past 10 years.  There, 
Aram has performed various tap and jazz numbers at recitals, competitions and festivals. He is 
also a member of Loganôs Forensic Team.  He has competed in Original Oratory since his 
Freshman year. Aram is very eager to begin college and broaden his knowledge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Osbel Rodriguez is an active, intelligent Senior at Logan.  His father, Greg Rodriguez, is a Logan 
graduate from the class of 1981.  He plans to attend college in Hampshire University and major 
in Medicine.  His activities include soccer, Forensics, Original Advocacy and Expos.  He is a 
member of the following Logan clubs: Mural, Philosophy, Leo, SIMR and SMYSP. 
 
We wish them much success in college. 

 
 
 

Osbel with his mom Ceres 

Aram with his mom Edith 



 

COLTS CORNER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 
Alfonso Roderigues  - class of 1960, 
      teacher, coach 
 
Kathleen Connors ï class of 1965  
 
Gary Medeiros ï class of 1972 
 
John Dawal ï class of 1986 
 
Mario Colorado - class of 1987 
 
 

 

CLASS REUNIONS 
 
Class of 1970 ï 40th year reunion 
Everyone from the class of 1968 to 1974 
is invited to a buffet dinner on September 
25, 2010.  Please see the attached flier 
on page 10. 
 
Class of 1985 ï 25th year reunion 
Every teacher and 1985 graduates are 
invited to attend the silver anniversary 
this coming July.  For more information, 
please visit the website: 
loganhigh1985.myevent.com. 
 
  

Alfonso ñFonziò Roderigues 
December 13, 1942 ï March 19, 2010 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ñWhen he moved on from Logan to finish his schooling,ò the tribute continued, ñit 
seemed his heart never left.  His goal of becoming a teacher was met in 1967, when 
he came back to these halls to teach.  Although he has from time to time been in other 
places, Logan has always been his first love.  Al has taught many science classes, 
teenage and family issues, critical thinking, and of course, physical education,  His 
eclectic repertoire includes archery, badminton, dance, Frisbee, golf, street hockey, 
soccer, a game he invented Rod-Ball, and of course volleyball. 
 

ñPerhaps the highest accolade that one can give Al as a teacher is that in everything 
he does, from donkey basketball to coaching league champions, Al always finds the 
teachable moment.  He consistently instructs and offers suggestions for improvement 
to his players and students. He chooses the right words of encouragement and 
inspiration that brings out the best in everyone around himéplayers, students and 
friends.ò 
 

ñLook around the school,ò someone wrote in a 
Logan High tribute to Al Roderiques a few years 
ago, ñand you will see his influence all over the 
campus. He was a student here, a class officer, a 
co-author of the school song, an athlete, one of the 
people who selected the Colt as the mascot, and 
had a hand in choosing the black, red and white for 
the school colors.From the first year that the school 
existed, Al has been óMr. Involvement.ô 
 

 



Alfonso ñFonziò Roderigues article continued from page 7 

 
Alfonso Robert Roderigues was born December 13, 1942 is a small clinic on Mission 
Boulevard between Decoto and Niles to Marcella Paniagua from Provincia de Caceres, 
Spain and Alfonso Roderigues from Onomea, Honolulu.   
 
Al attended Decoto School. He then attended Barnard Jr. High and Washington High 
School.  Al was able to move to James Logan when it was completed in 1959 and be part 
of the first graduating class in 1960, making him an original Colt.  Al attended San Jose City 
College and played baseball there.  He transferred to Cal State Hayward University where 
he played baseball and graduated in 1964.  Al joined the Coast Guard and served for 
several years.  Al returned to the district during the 1965-1966 school year as a student 
teacher; Dave Pava was a student in his class. Al met Midge Maritzen in college, fell in love 
and they married in June 1967.  Their beautiful baby girl, Michelle, was born in 1973. 
 
Al was a teacher in New Haven Unified School District for 38 years working at all three 
middle schools and James Logan High School.  In the mid-1980ôs, Al taught 7th grade 
science and was co-student activities director with Bill Sonneman at Alvarado Middle 
School.  As Activities Director, AMS became a National Blue Ribbon School.  To celebrate, 
Al had the entire student body circle the campus and hold hands to symbolize how they all 
worked together to make AMS a Blue Ribbon School.  One year, as an incentive to get the 
students to sell pizzas for a fundraiser, Al said he would shave his head if the student body 
sold 3,000 pizzas.  The incentive worked, and Mr. Roderigues shaved his head in front of 
the entire student body.  He was an Assistant Principal at Barnard-White Middle School for 
two years where he and Mireya created the original Barnard program.   
 
One of Alôs many accomplishments included taking the Logan Girlôs Volleyball team to 
Russia in 1990.  The Logan Girlôs Volleyball team won 12 Mission Valley Athletic League 
titles and four North Coast Section Championships in 13 years.  In the 90ôs, at Logan, his 
volleyball team had him ordained as a Minister in the Universal Life Internet Church.  He 
has served as a volunteer assistant coach at Stanford University since 1991. In 2004, the 
year Al retired from New Haven, the ñold gymò was renamed the Alfonso Roderigues Jr. 
Gymnasium.  He was inducted to the James Logan Hall of Fame in November of 2009.   
 
In the Fall of 2003, Al met Aura through volleyball and soon became close.  Their plans to 
marry in Hawaii were put on hold due to his diagnosis.  Aurea has been by Alôs side 
throughout his illness, providing on-going support and unconditional love.  In addition to 
Michelle, Aurea, volleyball, and ñall things Hawaiian,ò Al adored his two grandchildren 
Nolan Alfonso and Kailynn Evans. 
 
In 2008, when Al was diagnosed, his close friend and family gathered around and wanted 
to help.  ñTeam Alò was born by his good friend and colleague David Pava.  Overnight stays 
were scheduled so Al would not be alone. 
 
We have been truly blessed by Alôs positive, kind and caring presence.  His spirit will live 
with us always. 
 
(Excerpts from Loganôs Hall of Fame Banquet and Alôs memorial pamphlet) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

If you would like to join the James Logan High School Alumni Association, 

please fill the form below and mail it with your check to the Association. 
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